Role of lamivudine in the reactivation of hepatitis B virus infection in immunodepressed patients.
hepatitis B virus (HBV) reactivation in immunocompromised states is a well-known event that may be a serious problem in endemic areas of infection. Presently, the investigation of hepatitis B status has been recommended prior to receiving cytotoxic treatment. Lamivudine has been used in the reactivation of HBV in immunocompromised states. We report our corresponding data for lamivudine in the treatment of HBV reactivation after intensive chemotherapy in patients with lymphoma and after kidney transplantation. we present two cases of HBV reactivation after chemotherapy for lymphoma and two cases after cadaveric renal transplantation treated with lamivudine (100-150 mg/day). we observed a prompt clinical improvement in all patients after lamivudine treatment. Furthermore, laboratory data showed a rapid biochemical and antiviral response. However, the response in lymphoma patients was quicker than in patients who had post-transplantation reactivation of HBV. Therapy was well tolerated and no relevant side effects appeared during follow-up (twenty four months). The HBV remained negative in three cases. lamivudine is effective and safe in the treatment of HBV reactivation in immunodepressed patients. Lamivudine therapy should be considered for the treatment of HBV reactivation in patients with prior hepatitis B or chronic hepatitis B with inactive viral replication.